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Minp Gizhep!!  

Greetings to Serpent River First Nation.  

This notice is meant to inform the Community and Membership that effective Tuesday August 
23, 2022, Giimaa Brent Bissailllion, with the support and approval from Council has gone on a 
Leave of Absence. In his absence Council has appointed me, as Deputy Chief, to assume Giimaa 
Bissaillion’s roles and responsibilities.  

Effective today, Monday August 29, 2022, I am currently on a leave of absence from my place of 
employment so that I may be able to fully respond to the Chief’s schedule and the needs of the 
Community and Staff.  

While I understand that there may be some confusion and perhaps even some resentment that 
the Chief is on a leave of absence as this has never been done to my knowledge, I would like to 
express to the Community that this does not mean it cannot be done.  And despite some 
negative comments in the Community - this does not affect the Giimaa’s commitment to Serpent 
River First Nation Community and its Members.  

Truthfully, there are a small number of people and their families who truly understand what the 
responsibilities of being the Chief means as it impacts their daily lives.  To point out that “other 
Chief’s went through it” or to tell someone to “get thick skin” is a disservice to our Culture and 
Traditions. Ignoring grief, trauma or personal wellness should not be an expectation for anyone 
in the Community.  

To our Community and Members, please accept my assurances that I am committed to serving 
this Community, as is Council. I will be sending updates to keep everyone informed, via Mail and 
social media. As well, I will be working closely with Council to continue implementing our 
strategic plan.  

Here in Serpent River, we have so many things to be grateful for. When I look at some other First 
Nation Communities or even our neighboring towns we are still in a good place. We have 
problems – yes, but overall, this Community does it’s best to remain close knit and supportive. I 
have learned that when we look for negative things, that is what we find. And when we look for 
the positive, that too is what we find.  

In kindness,  

Wilma-Lee Johnston                                                                                                                                                              
Deputy Chief                                                                                                                                                                      
Serpent River First Nation 

wilma.councillor@serpentriverfn.com  
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Aanii Hello, my name is Shirley McLeod Ahwanaquot dizhinikass, Genaabaajiing N’doonjibaa. I 
am from Serpent River First Nation. Genaabaajiing is my homestead. I always knew I would 
someday come back to live and work here.  I’ve worked in many different jobs within 
Companies and First Nations Organizations. The skills and talents I have developed over the 
years I’m always willing to share them with you. 
   
I was raised by my Grandmother, who was a very active lady, always willing to help out and 
share her skill with the other women, making sure our members had clothes, food and that our 
Elders had nice warm blankets for the winter. The men also operated in the same manner, 
working on different projects, trimming trees, cutting grass and more. They all played an 
important part in developing our community.  
 
Growing up here, I always felt the need to create employment for our community: Economic 
Development was and is a priority.  
 
The Mukwa Doodem is the Portfolio I’ve chosen this term, working with Health to review its 
programs and services and to discuss any changes to programming policies. As an example, the 
Elders Needs Assessment. I look forward to working with the Health Department and the 
Doodem to understand the needs for our community.   We can start with teambuilding, hearing 
your concerns and just working together to create a better environment for us all. 
 
Come and join our Mukwa (Bear) Doodem meetings every second Wednesday of each month 
from 4:30 pm to 6:00 p.m. at the Health Center Boardroom. Our next meeting will be on 
Wednesday September 14, 2022.   
 
Hope to see you there, Caring is Sharing  
 
Chi Miigwetch  
 
 
Shirley McLeod (Ahwanaquot)  
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National Day for Truth and Reconciliation

Ser�ent River First Nation

September 30th, 2022 is National Day for Truth and            
Reconciliation across the Country. This day honors the lost 

children and survivors of residential schools, all impacted      
families and communities.

During this day Band Office Buildings will be closed. 

Local Emergency Contact Numbers:
Housing & Infrastructure: 705-227-1621

Kenabutch Health Centre: 705-227-1971
In the case of Fire, Police or Medical Emergency

Please call 9-1-1

Community, use this time to speak with our elders, families, and 
individuals who have been affected by the residential schools 
and listen to their stories and words. Let us heal together as a 

community.     

Miigwetch Serpent River First Nation
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SERPENT RIVER FIRST NATION

195 Village Road Telephone: (705) 844-2418
Cutler ON, P0P 1B0 Facsimile: (705) 844-2757

Chief and Council Meeting Dates August - December 2022

All Day Chief and Council Business Meetings will not be live streamed however, we do encourage

community members to attend. Please contact Lilli Doughty at political.asst@serpentriverfn.com to

arrange and confirm your attendance.

August

Community Chief and Council Meeting

Tuesday August 9th, 2022

Community Chief and Council Meeting

Tuesday August 23rd, 2022

September

Community Chief and Council Meeting

Tuesday September 13th, 2022

All Day Chief and Council Business Meeting

Tuesday September 27th, 2022

October

Community Chief and Council Meeting

Wednesday October 12th, 2022

All Day Chief and Council Business Meeting

Tuesday October 25th, 2022

November

Community Chief and Council Meeting

Tuesday November 8th, 2022

All Day Chief and Council Business Meeting

Tuesday November 22nd, 2022

December

Community Chief and Council Meeting

Tuesday December 13th, 2022
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Aanii; 

 

Wow! Where did the summer go?  

Finally, we were able to have our Annual Pow Wow and it was awesome! Chi-Miigwech to Lee 
and his staff and community members whom helped. It was such a good time and so nice to see 
all the dancers, vendors, friends and family.  

The children, staff and some of our parents went on a trip to Science North in Sudbury. 
Everyone had so much fun and as always, the children really enjoyed the bus ride. Thank you to 
all the parents who attended, we hope you had as much fun as we did. 

It’s that time of year again that we have to say baa maa pii to some of our children that are off 
to big school. Another milestone in your young life. We sure will miss you all and hope you 
come back and visit. We would love to hear how exciting “big school” is for you.  To our 
parents, Miigwech for the support and patience you have shown. We hope your time with us 
was a memorable one. 

We would like to take this time to welcome Kaelin Sago to our team! The children are really 
enjoying having a male figure in the centre. Kaelin is in the preschool room right now but will be 
moving to the toddler room when our rotation happens in September.  

The staff are excited for Angel and Brooke as they are pursuing their diploma in Early Childhood 
Education, which begins this fall. The best of luck to the both of you!  

September will bring new faces into our centre and we are excited to meet our new families. 

Just a reminder that September 30th is Truth and Reconciliation Day, if you need an orange shirt 
or hoodie, the Day Care has them for sale. 

Until next month….. 
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September 30, 2022 Is Truth & Reconciliation Day! 

Do you have your shirt? 

 
 
Serpent River First Nation Day Care is selling T shirts and 
Hoodies in all sizes! 
                            T Shirt                                                             Hoodies 

                       Adult- $20.00                                                Adult- $35.00 

                   Youth/Child-$15.00                                         Youth- $25.00 

 

                                                  Call (705) 844-2070   

*First come, first serve basis* 

*Get them while supplies last* 

Chi Miigwech! 
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COMMUNITY INFORMATION 

First Nations Drinking Water Settlement Claim 
Process -Intake Booth 

If you require assistance submitting your claim form, 
we are offering extended hours on the following dates: 

Wednesday, September 7th , 

Wednesday, September 14th , 

Wednesday, September 21st , 

Wednesday, September 28th, 

12:00 pm to 7:00 pm 

If you have any other questions, please contact the Membership & 
Lands Registry Clerk 

membership@serpentriverfn.com 
For more information visit the website: firstnationsdrinkingwater.ca 
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Community User Fee Reminder

User Fees are due the 1st of every month. Pay-
ments can be made with Finance at the Band Office,                     

195 Village Road East from 8:00AM to 4:00PM, Monday 
to Friday. 

User Fees are considered late from the second day of the 
month onward until it is paid. 
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The Kenabutch Health Centre brings you your monthly
addition of....

Patricia Toulouse,
Traditional
Practitioner-  Sept 13,
2022  

Diabetes Clinic- Sept
9, 2022 

Physician Clinic- 
 Sept 2, 16, 

Children's Oral Health
Clinic Sept 15 

Contact the Clinic for
more information, to

speak to a Community
Health Nurse, or book an
appointment with any
Health Care provider

 Mon-Fri 
8:00am - 4:00pm
@ 705-844-2152

Sept 2022

Upcoming
Health
Events

 Mindful Medicine
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September is Healthy Aging
Month

For many of us aging isn't about age it is about how we
feel. Healthy aging month, encourages us to look at

healthy aging, preventative services, and how to make
healthy choices. 
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WE CONTINUE TO EXPERIENCE A HIGH DEMAND OF REQUEST FOR MEDICAL
TRANSPORTATION APPOINTMENTS, TO CONTINUE TO BE MINDFUL TO ALL, WE
REQUIRE AT LEAST 24 HOUR ADVANCED NOTICE TO BOOK, AND AT LEAST 24
HOURS NOTICE OF CANCELLED APPOINTMENTS IN ORDER TO ACCOMMODATE
OTHER COMMUNITY MEMBERS WHO MAY REQUIRE TRANSPORTATION. 

IF YOU CALL THE DAY OF YOUR APPOINTMENT THERE IS NO GUARANTEE WE WILL BE
ABLE TO ACCOMMODATE YOUR REQUEST

                                                                                                        

 Kenabutch Health Centre
40 Ballpark Road Cutler ON

705 - 844- 2151

The clinic requires you
to bring your health
card to every visit in

order to keep records
current and up to date.

FRIENDLY REMINDERS!!

There has been an increase in demand for medical appointments
with Nurse Practitioners (NP'S)and the Physician at the clinic which is
causing longer than usual wait times for appointments, we ask that

you please call the clinic 24 - 48 hours in advance to cancel an
appointment in order to allow for an opportunity for that

appointment to be filled. There is no guarantee that no show
appointments will be rebooked at the next date practitioners are in

community.

Medical Transportation
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Here are some dental tips to help keep your child’s smile healthy during the school year:
• Dental cleaning and check-up. Schedule a back-to-school dental cleaning and check-
up if they are overdue. 
• Replace your child’s toothbrush. A fresh colourful toothbrush always feels great to
start the school year off right. 
• Encourage drinking more water. Pack a reusable water bottle.
• Build a back-to-school brushing routine. Establishing a routine of brushing at least
twice a day and flossing once a day is essential for good oral health. Tooth brushing
incentive charts, app reminders, and lists are a good way to reconnect with these
essential routines. Showing your child how you prioritize your own brushing routine is a
good way to set an example. Try setting aside “brushing and flossing” time at the end of
the night so that everyone does it at the same time. 
• Pack healthy lunches and snacks. Did you know cheese has anti-cavity properties
and makes a great snack. Also, try including a little note in their lunch, this can be a
special thing you share with your child which can give them something to look forward
to!!!
 Cavities in children can be painful. This can have a negative effect on a child’s ability to
eat, speak and concentrate in school, which can result in many hours of missed school.
By getting involved in your child’s brushing routine you can help keep their smile healthy
and start their school year in a good way. The Children’s Oral Health Initiative
Program would like to wish everyone a happy and healthy school year. Try this COHI
brush calendar to help build a routine.

If you are interested in COHI or if you have question regarding the program you can
reach out to Ashley Middaugh CHN at 705 844 2152

 

BACK-TO-SCHOOL DENTAL TIPS

Summer sure goes by way too fast!!!   I hope you’ve had a relaxing summer and were able to
spend time with your family, and friends and enjoyed time outside.  As we look forward to the fall
and the beginning of a new school year, families are busy getting back to a routine.  If your child’s

dental habits fell away during the summer this is also a great time to help get back on track. 
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Calling out to ALL community members: Take the SRFN Mocc 
Walk Challenge!  

 

                                 

                                   Sept 10th – October 31st, 2022  

 Get active, get fit, and Have Fun 
Registration due by Saturday, Sept 10th 

*For further information or for a participant registration form please call Sarah Kozeyah at the 
Lifestyle Centre 705-844-1864.
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  Dates: Tuesdays - September 20, 27, October 4, 11, 2022       
 

Time: 12:30 – 3:30 pm  
 

Location:  Lifestyle Centre, SRFN 
 

For more info or to register contact Kelly Jeffords, Adult Counsellor at  
(705) 844-2694 or mental.health.srfn@eastlink.ca 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Let’s Learn about Codependency:  
 

DO YOU:  
  

• Need approval from others? 
• Take on more than you can realistically handle? 
• Have a pattern of avoiding conflict? 
• Never put your own needs first? 
• Allow guilt and fear to control you? 
• Have difficulties saying “NO”? 
• Live/lived with someone abusing alcohol/drugs?  

 

Education and counselling for  
individuals whose self worth depends on  

what others think of them. 
 
Notes 

• Participants must pre-register as space is limited 
• Lunch provided 
• Open to individuals 18 years + 

 
 

Facilitated by Andy (RSW) Counselling Centre of East Algoma 
and 

Co-facilitated by Kelly Jeffords (RSSW) Serpent River FN Wellness Department 

 
For more info or to register contact: 
Kelly (705) 844-2694 or mental.health.srfn@eastlink.ca 

 

4-week Codependency Program  
on Tuesdays from September 20 to October 11, 2022  

 

 
 

Giving Back to You - a group for codependency  
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4-day Grief & Healing Retreat 
 

OCTOBER 20 to 23, 2022 (Thursday to Sunday) 
 

 

Grief is a normal human response to loss.  
 

Unfortunately, sometimes we have little understanding how to 
process these emotions caused by death or other major life events.  

 
 

Dates: October 20th to 23, 2022       
 

Arrival Time: 9 am on Thursday October 20th  
Departure Time: 4 pm on Sunday October 23rd  
 

Location: To be confirmed (all meals and accommodations included) 
 

Facilitated by: Joanna Vautour (Meawasige) and Kelly Jeffords 
 
 
 

GRIEF & HEALING RETREAT:   
• Educational & healing retreat for those wanting to work through their grief  
• Group will learn from one another within the circle 
• Space is limited & Open to individuals 18 years + 
• Participants must pre-register & complete intake process prior to 

acceptance 
 

For more information or to register call:  Kelly Jeffords, Adult Counsellor at 
705 844-2694 or email mental.health.srfn@eastlink.ca  

 
 

Sponsored by Serpent River FN Wellness Department 
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SUPPORT COnTaCTS – ReSOURCe LiST 
 
 

When dealing with difficult situations it is okay to feel overwhelmed, angry, sad, frustrated and lost.   
YOU ARE NOT ALONE. Please reach out to somebody.  

 
 

Emergency Calls Only 
 

 

911 
 

Kenabutch Family Centre, SRFN - Adult/Youth Counsellors 
 

 

1(705) 844-2694 
 

 

Kenabutch Health Centre, SRFN  
 

 

1(705) 844-2152 
 

 

Maamwesying North Shore Community Services 
 

 

1(844) 864-0523 
 

 

Counselling Centre of East Algoma 
After hours  

 

 

1(705) 848-2585 
1(800)721-0077 

 

 

East Algoma Mental Health Clinic Elliot Lake (705) 848-9131 
 

  
 

Benbowopka Treatment Centre (Blind River) 
 

 

1(705) 356-1681 
  
 

Oaks/Camillus Centre (Elliot Lake) 
 

1(705) 848-2129 
  
 

Connextontario    
Connect to information on Addiction, Mental Health, Problem Gambling24 hour support 

 

1(866) 531-2600 
 
 

 

Mental Health Mobile Crisis Team, SSM                                                          24 hour support 
 

 

1(800) 721-0077 
 

 

Suicide Prevention Lifeline                                                                                 24 hour support 
 

 

1(800) 273-8255 
 

 

First Nations and Inuit                                                                                        24 hour support 
Hope for Wellness Helpline  
 

 

1(855) 242-3310 
www.hopeforwellness.ca    

 
 

Aboriginal Women Talk for Healing                                                                  24 hour support 
 

 

1(855) 554-4325 
 

 

Good 2 Talk                                                                                                           24 hour support 
Post-Secondary Student Helpline 
 

 

1(866) 925-5454 
 
 

 

KIDS Help Phone                                                                                                   24 hour support 
 

 

1(800) 668-6868 
 

 

https://bigwhitewall.ca 
 
 
 

https://bouncebackontario.ca  
 
 

 

PROvided by SRFn WeLLneSS dePaRTmenT 
Updated September 15, 2021 
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Call for 
Volunteers!

The Nisoonag Partnership is seeking volunteers to support the upcoming 
Legacy Survivors Gathering. This Gathering will mark a significant milestone 
in the important journey of healing and uncovering the truth of the Spanish 
Residential Schools. We are looking to fill the following roles:

• Set up & Clean up
• Guiding & Registration
• Child-care
• Photography

Meals and accommodations will be provided.

If you are interested in volunteering, please contact your community coordinator!

Legacy Survivors Gathering 
Bringing Home Our Children Initiative

The Delta Hotel
208 St. Mary’s River Dr, Sault Ste Marie

Serpent River
Lezah Flynn at 705.227.7565 or  
nisoonag@serpentriverfn.com

Mississauga
Crystal Chiblow at 705.261.4500 or  
crystalchiblow@mississaugi.com

Sagamok
Rhea Assinewe at 705.261.1308 or  
nisoonag@sagamok.ca

October 25th - 26th, 10:00am - 4:00pm 
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SRFN Around the Community

Congratulations to Barry Jacobs for participating in the All Ontario Native Fastball Championships 2022 
Hosted by Saugeen First Nation.  
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Serpent River Community Write Ins 

Welcome to the Serpent River First Nation Community Write In Section. Here is an opportunity 
for community to share your history, share an uplifting story, or practice your inner Journalism 
Skills. 

We would love to hear the communities stories that will be shared in each Edition of the Serpent 
River Community Newsletter. 

Submissions can be submitted to the Band Office at 195 Village Road East at Reception, or 
emailed to the Communications Officer Tyler Gary at communications@serpentriverfn.com

Look forward to hearing from you community!
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Job Section

Job Title Organization Location Closing Date Contact Information

Family Preservation Worker Serpent River First 
Nation

Cutler, ON Open Until 
Filled

Human Resources

hr.jobs@serpentriverfn.com

RPN Supervisor Geka 
Wigwam

Serpent River First 
Nation

Cutler, ON Open Until 
Filled

Human Resources

hr.jobs@serpentriverfn.com

Afterschool Program - 
Daycamp Supervisor

Serpent River First 
Nation

Cutler, ON Open Until 
Filled

Human Resources

hr.jobs@serpentriverfn.com

Finance Clerk Receivables Serpent River First 
Nation

Cutler, ON Open Until 
Filled

Human Resources

hr.jobs@serpentriverfn.com

Personal Support Worker Serpent River First 
Nation

Cutler, ON Open Until 
Filled

Human Resources

hr.jobs@serpentriverfn.com

Long Term Care Project 
Manager

Serpent River First 
Nation

Cutler, ON Open Until 
Filled

Human Resources

hr.jobs@serpentriverfn.com

Community Health Nurse Serpent River First 
Nation

Cutler, ON Open Until 
Filled

Human Resources

hr.jobs@serpentriverfn.com

Student Mentor Serpent River First 
Nation

Cutler, ON Open Until 
Filled

Human Resources

hr.jobs@serpentriverfn.com

Administrative Re-
ceiptionist Relief

Serpent River First 
Nation

Cutler, ON Open Until 
Filled

Human Resources

hr.jobs@serpentriverfn.com

Please Scan QR Code with your Smart Phone     
Camera to be taken to the SRFN Job Posting Website 
Page. 
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Program Calendar

September 2022
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3

4 5

Walking Program Lifestyle 
Centre

6

Community Writers Group 
at Geka Arbor 6:00PM

SRFN Wilderness Advanced 
First Aid

7

Community First Nations 
Drinking Settlement Claim 
In-Take Booth Band Office 
12:00PM to 7:00PM 

SRFN Wilderness Advanced 
First Aid

Walking Program Lifestyle 
Centre

8

SRFN Wilderness Advanced 
First Aid

9

SRFN Wilderness Advanced 
First Aid

Walking Program Lifestyle 
Centre

10

Colour Run at Lifestyle 
Centre 10:00AM

11 12

Walking Program Lifestyle 
Centre

13

Community Chief and 
Council Meeting

Traditional Medicine Lunch 
and Learn

14

Nisoonag Tea and Chat at 
Band Hall 1:00PM

Community First Nations 
Drinking Settlement Claim 
In-Take Booth Band Office 
12:00PM to 7:00PM

Walking Program Lifestyle 
Centre

15

Daycare Parent Lunch

16

Walking Program Lifestyle 
Centre

17

18 19

Walking Program Lifestyle 
Centre

20

4 week codependency 
program at Lifestyle Centre 
12:30PM

21

Community First Nations 
Drinking Settlement Claim 
In-Take Booth Band Office 
12:00PM to 7:00PM

Walking Program Lifestyle 
Centre

22 23

Walking Program Lifestyle 
Centre

24

25 26

Walking Program Lifestyle 
Centre

27
All Day Chief and Council 
Business Meeting 

4 week codependency 
program at Lifestyle Centre 
12:30PM

28

Nisoonag Tea and Chat at 
Band Hall 1:00PM

Community First Nations 
Drinking Settlement Claim 
In-Take Booth Band Office 
12:00PM to 7:00PM

29 30

Walking Program Lifestyle 
Centre
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