SERPENT RIVER FIRST NATION
195 Village Road
Cutler ON, P0P 1B0

Telephone: (705) 844-2418
Facsimile: (705) 844-2757

Brieﬁng Note
Date: April 28, 2020
Prepared for: Serpent River First NaKon Community Members & Community Partners
Issue: Brieﬁng of Press Conferences – Provincial/NaKonal COVID-19 announcements.
Purpose: To inform Serpent River First NaKon Community, Council and community partners on recent developments on
COVID-19 for April 28, 2020.
Current Status (COVID-19)
Status updates about COVID-19 (novel coronavirus) will be posted as new developments arise.
To protect the idenKty of individuals, and to comply with privacy law, Algoma Public Health does not provide name or
address informaKon for people who test posiKve for COVID-19. Where there are important exposures in the community
or on ﬂights, Algoma Public Health will provide the Kmes and locaKons on this webpage.

Status of cases in the Algoma district
•

These data sets are preliminary and subject to change, pending further review.

•

Confirmed positives will be reported as soon as publicly available.
Tested (1)

1,891

Positive

13

Negative

1,552

Pending (2)

326

Deceased

0

Resolved (3)

9

Updated: April 28, 2020 (8:30 a.m.)

(1) That Algoma Public Health is aware of.
(2) Number of people who have been tested but do not have a result yet.
(3) Patient tested positive but is resolved according to current public health criteria. This number includes any persons who
are deceased.

Our Vision

Serpent River First Nation will have self-sufficient people within a community of caring and compassionate families.

Our Mission Serpent River First Nation will use all available financial, human, natural, technological and cultural resources to achieve
self-sufficiency through the efforts of all Community Members.
Our strong and unique cultural and spiritual identity will drive us to
ensure a healthy community that is safe and secure for all generations.

Total con5irmed cases by area of residence
Any residents who have
tested positive for COVID-19?

Any evidence of local community
spread?

Yes (less than 5)

Possible/Likely:
evidence of community spread is
present in other areas of Algoma and
in neighbouring public health units

Yes (less than 5)

Possible/Likely:
evidence of community spread is
present in other areas of Algoma and
in neighbouring public health units

North Algoma

No

Possible/Likely:
evidence of community spread is
present in other areas of Algoma and
in neighbouring public health units

Sault Ste. Marie & Area

Yes (9)

Yes

Algoma Region

Central & East Algoma

Elliot Lake & Area

Updated: April 25, 2020 (4:10 p.m.)

Note: The following describes the municipalities and First Nation communities included in each Algoma sub-region. This
is not an exhaustive listing of geographic places within Algoma.

Central & East Algoma includes: Blind River, Bruce Mines, Hilton, Hilton Beach, Huron Shores, Jocelyn, Johnson,
Mississauga First Nation, Plummer Additional, St. Joseph, Tarbutt and Tarbutt Additional, The North Shore, Thessalon,
Thessalon First Nation
Elliot Lake & Area includes: Elliot Lake, Sagamok Anishnawbek First Nation, Serpent River First Nation, Spanish
North Algoma includes: Dubreuilville, Michipicoten First Nation, Missinabie Cree First Nation, Wawa, White River
Sault Ste. Marie & Area includes: Batchewana First Nation, Garden River First Nation, Laird, Macdonald, Meredith and
Aberdeen Additional, Prince, Sault Ste. Marie

As of 4:30 pm Monday April 27th, 2020
• Globally: 3,055,132 cases (+61,870); 211,025 deaths (+4,110)1
• US: 1,004,645 cases (+17,485), 56,495 deaths (+1,082)
• Spain: 229,422 cases (+2,793), 23,521 deaths (+331)
• Italy: 199,414 cases (+1,739), 26,977 deaths (+333)
• Canada: 48,229 cases (+1,334); 2,701 deaths (+141)2
• Ontario: 14,856 cases (+424); 892 deaths (+57)
o 8,525 resolved (+525), 5,439 acKve cases (-158) o 945 hospitalized, 241
in ICU, 191 on venKlators.3
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• (Note: today is ﬁrst day that all reported regions above had lower daily case increases than previous
brieﬁngs)
Summary of Key NaPonal & Provincial Press Conferences:
Ministry of Health Emergency OperaPng Center (MEOC) COVID-19 Conference Call
• Currently, there are 14,432 cases of COVID-19 in Ontario. This represents an increase of 436 cases on Saturday,
and 437 cases on Sunday.
• Hot Spots in Ontario: Toronto, Peel, York, Ofawa, Durham, Windsor, and Waterloo.
• Currently, there are 1,660 individuals hospitalized for COVID-19 in Ontario. There are 241 individuals in CriKcal
Care, and 191 of these individuals are on venKlators.
• Long-term care home outbreaks: There are currently 150 long-term care home outbreaks, and there have been
671 deaths in these homes. The number of conﬁrmed cases of COVID-19 in long-term care homes is over 2,500.
The number of staﬀ cases is over 1,100, and 32 outbreaks have been resolved.
• The number of outbreaks within reKrement homes sits at 59.
1hfps://www.worldometers.info/coronavirus/ 2 hfps://www.covid-19canada.com/ 3 hfps://covid-19.ontario.ca/?
_ga=2.66843437.2079880679.1587402079-217522806.1582483804

Brieﬁng Note
• Healthcare workers: Currently, the number of
cumulaKve cases among healthcare workers sits at
1,927. This number rose by 110 cases over the
weekend. There are currently 73 healthcare
workers hospitalized, and 22 of these individuals
are in ICU.
• Doris Grinspun, from RNAO, requested the number of cases within homeless shelters and correcKonal faciliKes.
Doris has been hearing that the outbreaks within these selngs are huge, but are not being measured
consistently.
Prime Minister (PM) Trudeau Government of Canada Announcement
• The Canada Emergency Wage Subsidy, through the Canada Revenue Agency, opened for applicaKons this morning.
The payments should start arriving in bank accounts May 7. Since the portal opened this morning, about 10,000
businesses have applied for relief through the Subsidy. The Subsidy is retroacKve to March 15, 2020.
• The Prime Minister made clear that individuals can access relief through either the Canada Emergency Wage
Subsidy, or the Canada Emergency Response Beneﬁt. It is one or the other, not both.
• The ﬁrst virtual session of Parliament will happen tomorrow, and the ﬁrst in-person session of Parliament will
occur this Wednesday.
• The Federal government is collaboraKng with the provinces on shared guidelines (essenKal principles) for
reopening their economies when the Kme comes. It will be a clear, coordinated eﬀort across the country, but will
respect provincial diﬀerences.
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• UlKmately, it is up to the provinces to determine the way forward, and their plans for re-opening their
economies.
• The Prime Minister reiterated that the federal government has tremendous respect for the provinces and their
ability to self-determine the plan that is best for them.
• New PPE will be coming in from China throughout this week.
Federal Ministers and Health Oﬃcials Press Conference
• Over 717,000 tests in Canada – 7% posiKve test rate.
• Pandemic has exposed the fragility of some of our populaKons; long-term care homes, group housing, those
experiencing homelessness, and vulnerable Indigenous communiKes.
• Dangerous viruses will never go away - if we are to end the tragedy of disease and increased death rates in
vulnerable populaKons we need to look beyond the healthcare system to the expanse of the public health, social,
cultural, and economic protecKons.
• We need to put this virus in a corner where we manage it and not the other way around; we need to adapt our
daily lives to handwashing, and physical distancing. At the same Kme, we need to build protecKve supports into our
social fabric to provide long term protecKon against future ways of COVID-19 and future pandemics of emerging
disease.
2
Brieﬁng Note
• The issue of false negaKves is an area of potenKal
concern. Assessing this will be a part of the immunity
task force with serological tesKng to determine what
level of infecKon actually happened in Canada.
• How and when Public Health restricKons are lioed will be dependent on jurisdicKonal epidemiology.
• CEWS applicaKon through the CRA is open today. Premier Doug
Ford’s Press Conference
• Our eﬀorts so far have paid oﬀ to ﬂafen the curve. Today our experts are telling us that we are in the Peak.
• We are in the posiKon right now to discuss reopening Ontario economy.
• Today, Ontario released its Framework for Reopening our Province.
• Outlines the criteria used for loosening emergency measures, as well as guiding principles for the safe,
gradual reopening of businesses, services and public spaces.
• The government is planning a stage-by-stage approach to reopening the economy to ensure there are
appropriate measures in place so workplaces can open safely.
• Public health oﬃcials will carefully monitor each stage for 2-4 weeks, as they assess the COVID-19 outbreak to
determine if it is necessary to change to maintain public health
o Stage 1: ...opening select workplaces that can immediately modify operaKons to
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meet public health guidance. Opening some outdoor spaces like parks and allowing for a greater number of
people to afend events. Hospitals would begin oﬀering non-urgent and scheduled surgeries.
o Stage 2: Opening more workplaces, based on risk assessments, which may
include some service industries and addiKonal oﬃce & retail workplaces. Some larger public gatherings
would be allowed, & more outdoor spaces would open.
o Stage 3: Opening of all workplaces responsibly and further relaxing of restricKons on public gatherings.
• Throughout each stage, conKnued protecKons for vulnerable populaKons must be in place, along with
conKnued pracKce of social distancing, hand washing & respiratory hygiene.
• To Chief Medical Oﬃcer of Health will provide advice to the government about easing public health measures
using a range of set criteria, including:
o Consistent 2-4 week decrease in number of new daily COVID-19 cases o Suﬃcient acute and
criKcal care capacity, including access to venKlators and ongoing availability of PPE. o Approx. 90% of new
COVID contacts are being reached by local public health oﬃcials within one day.
Brieﬁng Note
o Ongoing tesKng of suspected COVID-19 cases, especially of vulnerable populaKons, to detect new
outbreaks quickly.
• It is because of the collecKve eﬀorts of all Ontarians to stay home and stop the spread of COVID-19 that we are
able to consider plans to move into the next phase of our bafle against this virus.
• We need everyone to conKnue their eﬀorts so we can meet the criteria & move forward
Ontario Medical Oﬃcer of Health Press Conference
• Today Ontario released it’s framework to reopen the province. Each province is doing something similar in a
coordinated fashion.
• Over weekend we had 2 consecuKve days where daily new cases came down.
• As of 4 pm yesterday 14,853 cases, increase of 424 cases, or 2.9%.
• Increase each day has been going down for last 3 or 4 days.
• 57.5% female. 44% over 60 years old. 67% of our cases are now resolved. While encouraging, we have to
remain vigilant.
• 892 deaths recorded.
• We now have 150 LTC homes in acKve outbreak, 671 deaths and 1 death in a staﬀ person.
• Health Care workers, 2016 who have tested posiKve (accumulaKve).
• Lab test total of 242,188 test completed, 5001 under invesKgaKon. 12,050 tests done in last 24 hours.
Provincial Press Releases April 25-27th, 2020
Ontario Unveils Guiding Principles to Reopen the Province. April 27th, 1:30 pm. hfps://news.ontario.ca/opo/en/
2020/04/ontario-unveils-guiding-principles-to-reopen-the- province.html
School Closures Extended to Keep Students, Staﬀ and Families Safe. April 26th, 1:30 pm. hfps://news.ontario.ca/
edu/en/2020/04/school-closures-extended-to-keep-students-staﬀ- and-families-safe.html
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Ontario SupporKng Frontline Heroes of COVID-19 with Pandemic Pay. April 25th, 1:00 pm. hfps://news.ontario.ca/
opo/en/2020/04/ontario-supporKng-frontline-heroes-of-covid-19- with-pandemic-pay.html
Ontario Parks to Remain Closed unKl May 31st, 2020. April 25th, 10:00 am. hfps://news.ontario.ca/ene/en/
2020/04/ontario-parks-to-remain-closed-unKl-may-31- 2020.html
Brieﬁng Note
Ontario Allows the Redeployment of Staﬀ to Befer Care for Vulnerable People During COVID- 19. April 25th, 7:00
am. hfps://news.ontario.ca/opo/en/2020/04/ontario-supporKng-frontline- heroes-of-covid-19-with-pandemicpay.html
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